ALBERTA

Government. The government of Alberta
was organized in 1905. The chief executive
is the lieutenant-governor; he is the repre-
sentative of the Governor-General of Canada,
and indirectly of the crown. His appoint-
ment is by the Governor-General in Council,
for a term of five years, and his salary is

COAT OF ARMS OF ALBERTA.
Above is the cross of St. George, red on a
white field, the emblem of union with Eng-
land. Below is a comprehensive picture of
the province. First, the wheat fields, then a
stretch of prairie land, then the foot-hills, the
Rocky Mountains. Over the whole land is
the bright blue sky.

$9,000 per year. An executive council of
eight members, headed hy the Premier, is
responsible for the direct administration of
affairs. Legislation is in the hands of an
assembly of sixty-three members. Laws pass-
ed by them are not effective until approved
by the Governor-General.

Alberta is represented in the Dominion
Senate by six members, and has sixteen
members in the House of Commons.

History. The name Alberta was first ap-
plied in 1882 to a district of the Northwest
Territory. Growth of the prairie section
after the advent of railroads led to the or-
ganization of the provinces of Alberta and
Saskatchewan in 1905. The old Alberta dis-
trict was what is now almost all the south-
ern Half of the province. To the east of the
old district a narrow north-and-south strip
was taken from old Saskatchewan and As-
siniboia, and the north half of the present
province was formerly a part of Athabaska.

In 1909 the government purchased all the

'4             ALBUMEN or ALBUMIN
provincial telephone lines, and in the same
year the Grand Trunk Pacific Railroad (now
part of the Canadian National Railway Sys-
tem) was completed between Winnipeg and
Edmonton. Prohibition was enacted in 1916,
but the act was repealed in 1923. Liquor
f can now be sold under government control.
Related   Articles.    Consult    the    following
titles for additional information:
Athabasca                Edmonton
Banff                       Medicine Hat
Calgary                   Saskatchewan
ALBERT EDWARD NYANJ2A, ni an'zah,
a lake on the boundary line between Belgian
Congo and Uganda, Africa. It was discov-
ered by Stanley in 1876 and named in 1889
for the Prince of Wales, later King Edward
VII. It was later named Lake Edward. It
is one of the sources of the Nile and is con-
nected with Lake Albert by the Semliki River.
ALBERT NYANZA, or Lake Albert, in
east central Africa, one of the headwaters
of the Nile. It is about 100 miles long and
twenty miles wide. It abounds with fish and
wild animals were formerly numerous along
its shores. Lake Albert receives the Victoria
Nile from the Victoria Nyanza (Lake), and
the White Nile issues from its northern end,
ALBIG-ENSES, alii 3 en's eez, so called
from the district Albigeois, where they first
appeared, was a religious sect which sprang
up in the south of France during the thir-
teenth century. The Albigenses having pro-
fessed a belief in doctrines at variance with
the Church of Borne, Pope Innocent III
preached a crusade against them. They per-
sisted, however, in their heresy and slew the
papal legate, Pierre de Castelnau. War be-
gan in 1209. After many thousands had
perished on both sides, a peace was con-
cluded in 1229. Toulouse lapsed to the crown
of France, and thus that country acquired
the Mediterranean coast.
ALBI'NOS, a name given to human beings
or any other animals from whose skin, hair
and eyes the dark coloring matter is absent.
The skin of albinos, therefore, no matter to,
what race they belong, is of a uniform pale,
milky color. Their hair is white, the iris
of their eyes is pale rose color and the pupils
intensely red. The absence of the dark pig-
ment allows the multitude of blood vessels
in these parts of the eye to be seen. Albinism
is often noticed in the flowers of plants.
ALBTTMEN or ALBUMIN, chemical com-
pound, so named from the Latin term for the
white of an egg> which is o#e pf its most